RICHELIEU
demolition of all her forts. Only the Catholic religion was
authorised in Valtellina, and the Orisons received a yearly
tribute of 25,000 ecus. On the other hand, La Rochelle,
the centre of the Protestant agitation, had submitted on
February 5; the angry but powerless Protestants, deprived
by Richelieu's skill of their expected Spanish help, had
been obliged to accept what was dictated to them. The
treaty, if loyally observed, was tantamount to a capitula-
tion on their part: the town was given a royal commissioner,
restored the confiscated property of ecclesiastics, granted
Catholics their liberty of conscience, and demolished the
chief fort, that of Tadon, whilst leaving the Crown in
possession of its own, Fort Louis. For the monarchy this
would have been a superb success, if it had been final.
But Richelieu had no illusions about that aspect of it. He
had sought a truce, for a tranquil survey of the situation,
after his abrupt start. His only positive and definite success
had been the expulsion of the Spanish from Valtellina;
but this, as he said himself, was something 'importantissime.'
Apart from this, he had taken up his position. The House
of Austria was not laid low, nor did Spanish arrogance
feel slighted; but France, which since the death of Henri rv
had seemed to be a minor under a guardianship, was
showing her determination to resume her rightful rank,
and it was difficult not to feel that this rank was to be the
front one. Throughout these diplomatic moves and
counter-moves, these attacks of trickery and the higher
hypocrisy, Louis xm had followed his minister with a
degree of earnestness and conviction which left no hope
of their being separated. Over all Europe, turbulent and
divided, chaotic and irresolute, one dire menace spread its
shadow; that of seeing the establishment of the hegemony
of a country which, amid the groping of nations devoid of
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